J.T. Smith
Comma Exam Corrections

Problem #8 A. Lady Jane Grey was the queen of England from July 10, 1553, to July 19, 1553.
B. Lady Jane Grey was the queen of England from July 10, 1553 to July 19, 1553.
C. I thought that the year should always be separated from the sentence with a comma, but in reality it only needs to be separated from the month and day. Other comma rules apply though, when using the year, so a comma may, in fact, appear after a year.
D. J.T. released his new book on March 29, 2013 and had book signings the following week.
Problem #10
A. After discussing “Rain”, we agreed that Somerset Maugham could really tell a good story.
B. After discussing “Rain,” we agreed that Somerset Maugham could really tell a good story.
C. I thought that I should have put the comma outside of the quotation because I thought that the comma was directly related to the sentence and so should have been touching the sentence. I was mistaken because the quotations are indirect and commas always belong inside the indirect quotes.
D. In the article “The Big Explosion,” Jim R. Frosty explains his theory of the big explosion.
Problem #18
 A. “When”, Jaime asked, “Will you return my book?”
B. “When,” Jaime asked, “Will you return my book?”
C. I thought that the comma should have been used after the quote, because it separated the words from who said them. For example: J.T. said, “Oranges are tasty.” I was right, except “When” was cut off from the rest of the quote and so it should be known that “When” isn’t the person’s complete thought.
D. “Don’t forget,” said Smokey the Bear, “To help prevent forest fires.”
Problem #1
 A. We went to Bar Harbor, but did not take the ferry to Nova Scotia.
B. We went to Bar Harbor but did not take the ferry to Nova Scotia.
C. When I read the sentence in my mind, I thought there was a pause between “Harbor” and “but”. You only need a comma before “but” if it separates two thoughts, not if it is comparing two things.
D. I stole a banana but then felt guilty and took it back to a store clerk.
Problem 12 
A. “Oh no”, Max exclaimed, “I think that Dr. Holmes was referring to Eliot the novelist, not Eliot the poet.”
B. “Oh no,” Max exclaimed, “I think that Dr. Holmes was referring to Eliot the novelist, not Eliot the poet.”
C. I thought that the comma should have been used after the quote, because it separated the words from who said them. For example: J.T. said, “Oranges are tasty.” I was right, except “When” was cut off from the rest of the quote and so it should be known that “When” isn’t the person’s complete thought.
D. “Wow,” stated the sarcastic man, “You threw that ball a whole six yards.”
Problem #15
A. All students are eligible to receive tickets, but must go to the athletic office to pick them up.
B. All students are eligible to receive tickets but must go to the athletic office to pick them up.
C. When I read the sentence in my mind, I thought there was a pause between “tickets” and “but”. You only need a comma before “but” if it separates two thoughts, not if it is comparing two things.
D. The monkey slapped his zookeeper but still got a standing ovation.
